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SSE International Forum committed 

to work for the achievement 

of the 17 Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs) which “opens a space 

promoting inter-cooperation 

between public and private actors, 

consolidating a global partnership 

for sustainable development 

and essential services”. 

Excerpt from the Recommendations on the international dimension 

of the European Action Plan for Social Economy

https://en.essforuminternational.com/media
https://en.essforuminternational.com/media
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WE ARE  
an international network of ess

a social movement
a political voice 

 SSE International FORUM’S DNA 

27 members 
SPREAD OVER 

THE 4 CONTINENTS

A database of 

4 500 members 

 NOS CHAMPS D’ACTION 
 

 SSEIF the structure  
 

Nous rassemblons les dirigeant·e·s et les 
acteur·trice·s de l’ESS dans des réunions 
internationales : ESSFI a organisé huit ren-
contres bisannuelles Les Rencontres du 
Mont Blanc et une session digitale. Pendant 
ces rencontres, nous explorons des théma-
tiques globales afin de mettre en évidence 
les solutions qu’apporte l’ESS face aux en-
jeux de notre temps. 

Nous co-construisons des projets durables 
et inclusifs via une Agora Internationale des 
projets dont l’ambition est de soutenir la 
mise en œuvre de projets à impact et créer 
un maillage d’actrices et d’acteurs en encou-
rageant le partage d’expérience et l’appren-
tissage par les paires. 

Nous faisons avancer la connaissance sur 
l’ESS pour pouvoir démontrer son impact 
grâce à notre partenariat avec le CIRIEC In-
ternational.

Nous influençons les politiques et agen-
das internationaux au profit de l’ESS pour 
une reconnaissance internationale et une 
avancée du modèle de l’ESS. 

ESS Forum International (ESSFI) est un réseau international d’actrices et d’acteurs de 
l’Économie Sociale et Solidaire (ESS) qui existe depuis 2004. Il comprend des organisa-
tions et entreprises membres disséminés sur 4 continents qui valorisent et promeuvent 
l’Économie Sociale et Solidaire comme un moyen d’atteindre les Objectifs du Développe-
ment Durable fixé par les Nations Unies à l’horizon 2030 et plus généralement, comme 
fondement d’un modèle économique, politique et social qui remette l’être humain et les 
écosystèmes en son centre.
Nous sommes conscient·e·s que ce n’est qu’en formant un mouvement social, en portant 
une voix politique sur tous les continents, que nous pourrons parvenir à la transformation 
profonde de notre modèle de croissance et développement actuel qui se fissure lente-
ment sous le poids des crises. 
ESS Forum International se fixe pour objectif de faire de l’Économie Sociale et Solidaire 
une référence dans cette transformation. 

A BELGIAN AND COLOMBIAN 
CO-PRESIDENCY

 
2 EMPLOYEES, 

27 MEMBERS, 

1 SCIENTIFIC PARTNER 

4 STRATEGIC PARTNER        
 

OUR MANDATES  

Observer status within the European Com-
mission Expert Group on Social Entrepre-
neurship (GECES).
Observer member of the United Nations In-
teragency Task Force on SSE (UNTFSSE).

Special consultative status with the United 
Nations Economic and Social Council 
Permanent co-secretariat of the Internatio-
nal Leading Group on SSE

mutuals

financial institutions

insurance companies

expertise firms 

associations  networks

cooperatives

individual members

2 new memberships 
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The year 2020 
recalls all the capacity and relevance  
of the socio-economic model that is the Economy 
Social and Solidarity throughout the world 
 

The last twelve months have been richer in upheavals than the last 
twelve years. If 2020 remains in the memories as the year of the Co-
ronavirus pandemic, which will have accentuated all the existing ine-
qualities and revealed new disparities, it should also remind us of the 
sheer capacity and relevance of the socio-economic model that is the 
Social and Solidarity Economy throughout the world.
Lives have been lost, entreprises and organizations have staggered or 
even disappeared, social relations have been put to the test, the ca-
pitalist system has again shown its limits. The actors of the SSE, our 
members in particular, quickly mobilized with the diversity of their 
means in order to propose concrete, effective solutions anchored in 
the reality of the most vulnerable populations. This anchorage is what 
strengthens the SSE and reminds us that we will be able to face the 
current and future crises. Production of masks by women’s coopera-
tives, distribution of meals to the poorest, setting up of information 
platforms, organization of awareness campaigns, adaptation of credit 
in favor of entrepreneurs, mobilization in health structures, participa-
tion in educational continuity... the SSE has worked with an immea-
surable determination.
In this context, this excerpt from our Manifesto resonates more than 
ever: «SSE International Forum promotes the commitments of a 
network of civil society actors who are transforming the economy, ac-
ting in all areas of daily life, and advising authorities in the develop-
ment of public policies « .
SSE International Forum has indeed adapted and organized the first 
digital edition of the Mont-Blanc Meetings under the theme «The 
resources of the SSE in the context of global mutation». Bringing to-
gether SSE actors, maintaining exchanges and sharing experiences 
were all the more relevant at a time when doubts and questions were 
a constant.
SSE International Forum maintained its advocacy mission by being 

actively involved in the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on the 
Social and Solidarity Economy (UNTFSSE) and joined its communica-
tions group, which aims to expand the reach of the SSE. We have also 
responded to the European Commission’s call for the construction of 
the international dimension of the European Action Plan for the Social 
Economy. Resulting from a collective reflection within our international 
network, the production of the document entitled « Promoting Social 
Economy at the international level as a driver for the implementation 
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) » reveals, once again, all 
the expertise and knowledge that SSEIF holds, and reinforces our posi-
tion as a structure that carries the identity of the SSE loud and clear at 
the international level. An identity that we have also highlighted in the 
publication of the «Guide for the elaboration of a law on the Social and 
Solidarity Economy» which has received glowing reviews. 
SSE is experiencing an unprecedented momentum, and we will conti-
nue our mission of promotion so that it gets the recognition it de-
serves. In this sense, the International Labour Conference in 2022 is an 
opportunity not to be missed, as it will include an item on SSE on its 
agenda. We call not only our members, but all SSE organizations and 
entreprises and the states that believe in this model, to rally around 
this great event! We must also keep up the hard work for the adoption 
of a resolution on SSE by the United Nations General Assembly. 
We would like to thank all the people and structures whose unfailing 
commitment has enabled SSE International Forum to pass another 
year. Your trust is our foundation, and we hope to remain worthy of it.

Elisa Torrenegra and Alain Coheur
Co-chairs of SSE International Forum
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New legislation on the 
Social and Solidarity Economy around the world

Decree of application of the framework law on So-
cial and Solidarity Economy in Cameroon 

In the continuity of the 4th Edition of the National 
Days of Social Economy in Cameroon, celebrated 
from 29 to 31 October 2019 at the Yaounde Confe-
rence Centre, the Cameroonian government signed 
a decree on the structuring and functioning of the 
networking of social economy units. This decree of 
January 3, 2020 is the culmination of a long work of 
influence led by Pauline Effa and collaborators of the 
NGO PFAC, a member of ESSFI. It marks the writing of 
a new chapter for SSE in Cameroon, which already has 
local SSE networks (RELESS) whose creation had also 
been initiated by PFAC.

Tunisia adopts a law on the Social and Solidarity 
Economy

On June 17, 2020, Tunisia joins the ranks of countries 
with a law on the social and solidarity economy. The 
Assembly of Representatives of the Tunisian people 
has, in fact, adopted the draft law «Promotion of orga-
nizations and mechanisms of social economy (PRO-
MESS).  It was adopted with 131 votes in favor, none 
against and one abstention. The new law was deve-
loped through a series of tripartite consultations with 
the support of the ILO to create an enabling environ-
ment for a more equitable and inclusive human-cen-
tered economic model in Tunisia. To learn more, follow 
the link to the ILO page, or to the Tunisian Parliament 
page.

Senegal’s national assembly adopts the orientation 
law on Social and Solidarity Economy

On June 4, 2021, after consultations with Social and 
Solidarity Economy organizations and entreprises, Se-
negal, which already had a Ministry of Microfinance 
and Social Solidarity Economy, adopted a law on the 
Social Solidarity Economy. 

http://www.minpmeesa.gov.cm/site/jnes-2019-cest-parti-pour-la-4e-edition/
http://www.minpmeesa.gov.cm/site/jnes-2019-cest-parti-pour-la-4e-edition/
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/---coop/documents/legaldocument/wcms_750308.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/---coop/documents/legaldocument/wcms_750308.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_emp/---emp_ent/---coop/documents/legaldocument/wcms_750308.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/global/topics/cooperatives/news/WCMS_749012/lang--en/index.htm
www.arp.tn/site/main/FR/docs/contact.jsp
www.arp.tn/site/main/FR/docs/contact.jsp
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SSE International Forum members  
mobilized against the Covid-19 pandemic

The Covid-19 pandemic has had serious human, economic and social 
consequences. Faced with these shocks, the members of our network were 
reactive and committed. The initiatives they have carried out cover a wide 
range of areas, from health institutions, to credits, from advocacy to 
prevention, information and training. Our members have mobilized for the 
production of masks, hydro-alcoholic gel, and meals distributed to the most 
vulnerable. They have also worked to maintain social ties in the context of 
confinement. The financial institutions in our network have set up emergen-
cy financing and support systems for clients with contracts in their struc-
tures. These actions are all manifestations of the impact that the social and 
solidarity economy can have in the current context, and in the future as other 
shocks are to be expected.

Overview of some initiatives taken by SSE 
International Forum members       

FRANCE
Strong mobilization through its 60 health facilities; in parti-
cular its 10 EHPADs and 10 follow-up care and rehabilitation 
centres.

FRANCE
Free access to the Salvum 
application (on coronavirus 
and life-saving gestures) 
during the entire period of 
containment.

FRANCE
Free online training program for impact entrepreneurship.

COLOMBIA 
& LATIN AMERICA
Covid-19 Information 
Platform Epidemiological 
reports 
Pandemic strategy

FRANCE
Page summarizing information for company director or 
TNS (Unsalaried Worker), private individual or employee of a 
company.
La main à la pâte Foundation, partner of the AG2R La Mon-
diale foundation, contributes to the pedagogical continuity 
program (PCP) set up by the Ministry of Education. A PCP 
space has been set up on the Foundation’s website and 
contains resource elements for teachers so that they can 
carry out actions with children and their parents. A «coro-
navirus» file has been produced to provide children with 
scientific understanding of the pandemic.

FRANCE 
Together against #Covid19, a platform that brings together 
medical information and solutions to better live this health 
crisis.
MGEN lists the aids and initiatives useful for healthcare 
personnel on a dedicated platform.
«L’Alliance Digitale contre le COVID-19» brings together 
various digital and e-health players in France, including 
the VYV Group and its MyDoctors teleconsultation solution. 
Together, these players have developed the site MaladieCo-
ronavirus.fr.
As of March 16, the VYV Group set up a partnership with 
Pourquoi docteur? via a podcast broadcast from Monday to 
Friday at 6pm. Every day, an average of more than 30,000 
listeners access the health information provided by Pour-
quoi Docteurs?

BELGIUM 
Campaign #POURQUOI-
CHOISIR to raise awareness 
among the population, es-
pecially the youngest, of the 
health measures in place to 
stop the spread of Covid-19.

  health facilities and health care offer

  information – prevention – training

https://www.ag2rlamondiale.fr/archives/2020-mars/covid-19-ou-s-informer
https://www.mgen.fr/professionnels-de-sante/acteur-et-offreur-de-soins/tous-nos-etablissements/
https://www.groupe-vyv.fr/actualite/pourquoi-docteur-la-quotidienne-dediee-a-lepidemie-de-coronavirus/
https://presse.macif.fr/actualites/le-groupe-macif-offre-a-ses-societaires-un-acces-gratuit-a-lapplication-salvum-pendant-toute-la-periode-du-confinement-1df4-821df.html
www.solidaris.be/BW/Presse/Communiques/Pages/covid-19-solidaris-et-les-influenceurs-belges-se-mobilisent-.aspx
https://gestarsalud.com/tema/covid-19/
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MAROC
Launch of an online portal 
for the marketing of coope-
rative production by the So-
cial Development Agency, a 
REMESS partner.

FRANCE
Carton Plein, a partner of the foundation, delivers meals to 
gymnasiums transformed into emergency accommodation; 
recovers the production of masks and visors from Parisian 
fablabs, and delivers them to hospitals or health centres 
that order them.
Since the end of March, Food2rue has been cooking 150 
meals a day for vulnerable people (sick, homeless) and 
caregivers.
LIMB (Lieu d’Insertion par le Maraîchage Bio) makes masks.
The digital chips have set up a production line (3 regional 
poles) for protective visors that can be reused in medical 
environments.
A table citizens! prepares every day more than 800 meals, 
intended for the most destitute.
GESRA maintains its food aid activities.

CAMEROUN
OPERATION «5000000 OF 
MASKS IN THE RELESS»: 
the Ministry of Territorial 
Administration orders 
batches of masks from the 
cooperatives to equip the 
communes. The women sew 
(in small numbers to share 
the machines), the young 
people pack and transport. 
The workshops are distri-
buted in all the RELESS 
(Local Networks of Social 
and Solidarity Economy).
150 hand washing devices.

BELGIUM
Automatic addition of a 
term private life accident 
coverage for all those with 
family insurance

CANADA
Offers a three-month respite for portfolio companies.

FRANCE
Support for food shops and restaurants: In order to enable 
them to make an immediate cash inflow, the Up Group is 
settling all UpDéjeuner restaurant vouchers in advance with 
food shops and restaurants.

FRANCE
For social and institutional economy organisations and en-
terprises: possibility of extending loan maturities (medium 
and long term, equipment and property leasing) by up to 6 
months.

FRANCE
Facilitation of supplemen-
tary pension contribution 
payments.

COSTA RICA
Implementation 
of solidarity consumption 
campaigns (small grocery 
stores).

CAMEROUN
Awareness-raising actions 
and training in barrier 
gestures.

TOGO
Operation Dikpendi / Mi-
nodoo: Awareness-raising / 
prevention - Post-COVID-19 
impacts - Partnerships and 
cooperation

CANADA
Business Credit Availability Program (BCAP) with Export Development Canada (EDC) - This 
federal program offered by Desjardins and EDC allows companies experiencing temporary 
difficulties due to VIDOC-19 to quickly obtain a loan to meet an immediate liquidity need. 
Temporary Collaborative Action Program for Businesses (PACT) with Investissement Québec
This emergency financing offered by Desjardins and Investissement Québec represents 
a minimum of $71,500 in financial assistance. This program supports the working capital 
of companies operating in Québec that are experiencing temporary difficulties due to 
VIDOC-19.

  credit

  ongoing contract adjustment – emergency funding   information – prevention – training

  production

https://twitter.com/effa_pauline/status/1255178367491604483
https://www.credit-cooperatif.coop/A-vos-cotes
https://groupe.up.coop/fr/notre-actualite/covid-19-le-groupe-up-soutient-les-commerces-alimentaires-et-les-restaurateurs
https://www.pv.be/fr/web/pv/-/extra-bescherming-in-coronatijden-voor-klanten-met-een-familiale-verzekering-1?fbclid=IwAR0wgXRnaaLvdAXlB4eq2wNpJRJup9Qir-QcrE3cAiEmhn6HJ-lKf7ddVew
https://www.hespress.com/%d8%a5%d8%b7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82-%d8%a8%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%a8%d8%a9-%d8%a5%d9%84%d9%83%d8%aa%d8%b1%d9%88%d9%86%d9%8a%d8%a9-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a3%d8%ac%d9%84-%d8%aa%d8%b3%d9%88%d9%8a%d9%82-%d8%a5%d9%86%d8%aa-557962.html
https://www.fondaction.com/nouvelles/fondaction-annonce-un-repit-de-trois-mois-pour-les-entreprises-de-son-portefeuille/
file:///C:/Users/Nathalie/AppData/Local/Temp/Actu%20site%20web%20fondation%20vNL.pdf
https://www.ag2rlamondiale.fr/faq/question?id=791
https://www.desjardins.com/covid-19/allegements-entreprises/#compte-urgence
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FRANCE
Emergency issue of 1.6 mil-
lion Food & Hygiene Service 
Vouchers to help homeless 
and destitute.

FRANCE
Donation of €100,000 to 
the donation campaign in 
favour of the Paris Hospitals 
- French Hospitals Foun-
dation, and contribution to 
research projects with the 
CNRS Foundation.

FRANCE
Mobilization of more than €20 million to help people 
weakened by the health crisis.
Donation of 500 liters of hydroalcoholic gel.

FRANCE
Introduction of a solidarity scheme for companies in the 
most complex situations (flat-rate aid of 300 euros per em-
ployee on sick leave for the care of children under 16 years of 
age, for stoppages of more than 30 days). This aid concerns 
companies with fewer than 500 employees and is subject to 
conditions.
L’atelier Remuménage, a partner of the foundation, works 
on the realization and delivery of groceries for vulnerable 
people (food, pharmacy and basic necessities) for the elder-
ly, VIDOC patients, disabled people, cancer patients);
The Basket of the Sea collects and distributes food to the 
most vulnerable.

FRANCE
 State-guaranteed loan 
(PGE) which concerns the 
vast majority of French 
companies, whatever their 
size and legal form. Eligible 
companies include small 
and medium-sized enter-
prises, SMEs, very small 
businesses, shopkeepers, 
craftsmen, farmers, the 
liberal professions, mi-
cro-entrepreneurs, innova-
tive companies and most 
associations and founda-
tions with an economic 
activity, etc., with the rare 
exceptions provided for by 
the decree. 

FRANCE
Prêt Participatif D’Entraide Et Solidaire (PPES), a measure 
to support Scop and Scic: This specific fund set up has the 
advantage of being able to intervene very quickly, since it 
takes two days to make a financing decision and one week 
for the payment. The amount of the loans varies from 5,000 
to 50,000 euros, for a duration of 12, 18 or 24 months, with 
a rate of 0.5%. Since the implementation of this solution, 
as of 13 March 2020, the fund has intervened 85 times, for 
a total amount of 1,929,200 euros. The average number of 
employees of the companies financed is 12, and the average 
amount of the interventions is 23,000 euros per cooperative.       

social link

FRANCE
Harmonie Mutuelle: the mutual insurance company accompanies and supports its em-
ployees engaged in solidarity volunteering by giving a day’s contribution (an authorised 
paid absence) when an employee takes a day off to participate in solidarity actions in the 
context of a health crisis. 
Arcade-VYV Group: The Société Française d’Habitations Economiques (SFHE), a structure of 
the Arcade-VYV Group in the South-East, accompanies the tenants of the senior residences 
by bringing them news from outside during the confinement.
Arcade-VYV Group: In order to reconnect with its surroundings, some structures of the 
Arcade-VYV Group have launched challenges to their tenants. Following the example of the 
SFHE, which is boosting containment with a competition game «Our balconies have talent». 
To make this initiative possible, the SFHE has joined forces with Smiile, a collaborative and 
positive Neighborhood Social Network in the service of solidarity. By registering on the site, 
residents get in touch with their neighbourhood neighbours.
The MNT platform intends to contribute to the development of solidarity initiatives observed 
since the beginning of the health crisis.

  donations – dotations

  donations – dotations

  credit

https://www.ag2rlamondiale.fr/faq/question?id=791
https://groupe.up.coop/fr/notre-actualite/covid-19-aide-sociale-durgence-le-groupe-up-repond-a-la-demande-de-letat
https://presse.macif.fr/actualites/solidarite-covid-19-le-groupe-macif-mobilise-plus-de-20-millions-deuros-pour-aider-les-personnes-fragilisees-par-la-crise-sanitaire-20eb-821df.html
https://www.casden.fr/Votre-banque-cooperative/Suivre-nos-actualites/Espace-presse/COVID-19-La-CASDEN-Banque-Populaire-solidaire-des-agents-de-la-Fonction-publique-s-engage-a-leurs-cotes
https://www.credit-cooperatif.coop/A-vos-cotes
https://www.les-scop.coop/system/files/2020-05/CP_CG_SCOP_PPES_0.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Nathalie/AppData/Local/Temp/0679b3_70e1969ef6ff447bb43ed8f7628e9d60.pdf
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FRANCE
AÉSIO and MACIF are com-
mitted to strengthening 
social links with isolated 
elderly people.

COSTA RICA
Creation of alliances for 
infrastructure, care, ethical 
finance, local consumption.

FRANCE
Advocacy for the eligibility 
of SSE organisations for the 
aid proposed by the state.

FRANCE
Chorum presented the re-
sults of the third edition of 
its Quality of Life Barometer 
in the Social and Solidarity 
Economy (SSE) at a web 
conference on May 14th.

CANADA
MCE Conseil, in collaboration with the Caisse d’économie 
solidaire and the Canadian government, is working on a 
crisis exit plan for SSE companies.

SOUTH COREA
Consultation with government authorities to measure the 
impact of the crisis and find solutions.
Active search for solutions for very small organizations, 
with less than 5 employees, which are not eligible for the 
low-interest loans set up by the government through social 
finance institutions.

FRANCE
The Remuménage workshop, a partner of the foundation, 
fights against all forms of domestic violence (the relocation 
of 10 women victims of domestic violence to the depart-
ment of Gironde).
Supporting our social action partners (weekly solidarity 
transport of food to the squats with the Collectif Bienvenue)
The Ball has maintained the link with children, young 
people and teachers, via the Ersilia platform, which is 
very active, especially due to the good referencing by the 
National Education. Every week, the newsletter «Le Bal 
from home» highlights in particular the films of the young 
people of La Fabrique du Regard with some creative ideas 
to do at home with the children to extend the viewing of 
the film. This gives a new visibility to children’s films.
From the beginning of the confinement, the associa-
tion made outgoing calls to all learners. These calls were 
made by the civic services on the basis of a form, and they 
brought up difficulties. The team quickly noticed the dif-
ficulties in filling in the certificate of exit and immediately 
initiated a response for help on this subject. The telephone 
or messaging link continues with the learners. Volunteer 
support for families was also put in place to help parents 
monitor their children’s schooling during the confinement.
Coup de Pouce remains mobilized with its partner cities 
and their field teams to continue to support parents and 
their children in the best possible way. While waiting for the 
schools to reopen, initiatives have been launched to conti-
nue supporting the children.

MOROCCO
Advocacy with the govern-
ment for financial support 
for social economy organi-
zations.
Creation of alliances for 
infrastructure, care, ethical 
finance, local consumption.

social link   advocacy – research

https://www.fondation.ag2rlamondiale.fr/files/live/sites/fondation-la-mondiale/files/pdf/Actu%20site%20web%20fondation%20vNL.pdf
https://presse.macif.fr/actualites/aesio-et-la-macif-sengagent-pour-renforcer-les-liens-sociaux-avec-les-personnes-agees-isolees-a-lheure-de-la-crise-du-covid-19-ebca-821df.html
https://0679b3bd-b025-4970-a646-https://0679b3bd-b025-4970-a646-062ffcfdb491.usrfiles.com/ugd/0679b3_450f44f979f3453fa8ae0b31b8a98a27.pdf
https://chorum.fr/barometre-qvt-ess-2020-resultats
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Experience sharing & periodic meetings 
between leaders of Social and Solidarity Economy 
organizations and entreprises around current affairs

FIRST EDITION  
of the digital Mont-Blanc meetings

In the face of the coronavirus 
pandemic, the Board of Direc-
tors of SSE International Forum 
decided to postpone the 2020 
edition of the Mont Blanc Mee-
tings, which was to be held in 
March 2020 at the International 
Labour Office in Geneva. This 
postponement will subsequent-
ly lead to a complete transfor-
mation of the event’s format in 
order to adapt to the new reality 

we were experiencing. The first digital edition of the Mont Blanc Meetings was 
born under the theme of “SSE resources in the context of global mutation”. In 
order to gather and exchange around the variations of the main theme, a two-hour 
webinar was held every Thursday in September, and the edition was concluded 
with a final session on October 1, 2020. 

A look back at this unprecedented event for our association.

The Meetings were launched by a first session 
on September 3, on “Limited profitability, the 
ownership of the means of production, and 
the general interest of our companies”. The 
panellists, Laetitia Driguez, lecturer at the Sor-
bonne, Benoît Borrits, activist researcher, es-
sayist and designer of the website www.econo-

mie.org, and Marie J. Bouchard, Professor at the Université du Québec in Montréal 
and President of the Scientific Commission of CIRIEC International on the Social 
and Cooperative Economy, explained the difficulties of recognizing organizations 
with limited profitability, the progress made in this direction, and the need to mea-
sure and understand the effects of SSE on societies and the economy, for a better 
definition of SSE.

On September 10, “the Financing of our compa-
nies – public, private?”, animated the debates. 
Kerryn Krige, SeniorTechnical Advisor to the In-
ternational Labour Organization, Luc Lapointe, 
CEO and founder of TheBC.lab, Alejandro Russo, 
President of the Argentinean Confederation of 
Mutuals (CAM), Director representing the Ar-
gentinean Mutuality at the National Institute of 

Associativism and Social Economy (INAES), and Catherine Hock, Vice-President of 
International Relations at the International Cooperative and Mutual Insurance Fe-
deration (ICMIF) explained the diversity of realities, constraints and successes in 
financing SSE projects. Four dimensions were addressed in the panel:
 The importance of capturing and directing investment through the specificities 
of the SSE model (social impact measurement);
 The impact for funding issues is also played out in clustering issues (from the in-
formal experience level to the ICMIF 5-5-5 project);
 SSE plays a role of «essential service», in connection and synergy with public au-
thorities (from municipalities to UN agencies) at all levels, in relation to financial 
institutions;
 Finally, the deployment of SSE is not only about finances but also about all other 
resources.

“The New Forms of Work – Digitalization – SSE 
Versus “Platform” Economy”, subject of the 
third session on September 17, was attended 
by Pauline EFFA, National Coordinator of the 
NGO Partenariat France et Afrique pour le 
co-développement (PFAC), and correspondent 
of SSE International Forum in Africa, Sandrino 
GRACEFFA, French entrepreneur, Senior Re-
search Consultant at ID.Est, doctoral student in sociology at the Conservatoire na-
tional des arts et métiers (CNAM), former director of the Smart cooperative group, 
Esteban KELLY, Executive Director of the US Federation of worker cooperatives, and 
Franca SALIS-MADINIER, National Secretary of the Confédération française démo-
cratique du travail - Cadres (CFDT Cadres) and member of the European Economic 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D6gJ7NiO9H0Q%26t%3D2386s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D6gJ7NiO9H0Q%26t%3D2386s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3D6gJ7NiO9H0Q%26t%3D2386s
https://www.economie.org/
https://www.economie.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DuOuo4GjL5cc%26t%3D2167s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DuOuo4GjL5cc%26t%3D2167s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DWZus28mB-Wo%26t%3D832s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DWZus28mB-Wo%26t%3D832s
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and Social Committee for the CFDT. The observation was the same among the pa-
nellists: the Covid crisis and the acceleration of telework has increased inequalities, 
always weakening the same people (the working poor who are on the front line). 
The second side of the coin is the transfer of wealth, again benefiting the same 
people, big tech companies and large corporations. Having said that, this crisis has 
given rise to new networks, new solidarities, new forms of work organization, new 
struggles: for the status of workers, for social protection, for health. It is an oppor-
tunity for the SSE to make its voice heard, to highlight its capacity to establish new 
and different ways of organizing work, to appropriate new technologies to make 
them a tool that benefits everyone.

On September 24th, the digital MBMs received 
David HIEZ, Professor of Law at the University of 
Luxembourg, Ariel GUARCO, President of the In-
ternational Cooperative Alliance (ICA), and Jur-
gen SCHWETTMANN, Independent Consultant 
on the theme: “Promoting a respectful globali-
zation, internationalization of SSE, SDGs, Eco-
logical Pact”. It was an opportunity to present 

the place and the strategy for SSE in its recognition as an actor of the Agenda 2030, 
then the paradigm shift and the simultaneous change of scale for SSE and SDGs 
for a respectful globalization.

This first edition of the Mont Blanc Meetings 
closed with a special session, co-hosted by 
Elisa Torrenegra and Alain Coheur, co-chairs of 
SSE International Forum. It welcomed as main 
witnesses, Maria-Francesca Spatolisano, Assis-
tant Secretary-General for Policy Coordination 
and Inter-Agency Affairs of the UN Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs,  Alain Deneault, 
Program Director of the International College of Philosophy, Vic Van Vuuren, Direc-
tor of the Enterprise Department of the ILO, and Chairman of the United Nations 
Inter-Agency Task Force on the Social and Solidarity Economy (UNTFSSE) and Ni-
colas Schmit, Commissioner for jobs and social rights of the European Commis-
sion. The speakers all noted the resilience shown by the SSE in times of crisis, and 
the role it can and must play in post-Covid reconstruction, both in terms of Euro-
pean recovery and in achieving the SDGs and Agenda 2030.

Co-organization of the third edition of the International 
Conference on Social Enterprises and CSR

On June 29 and 30, 2020, Togo organized the 3rd 
edition of the international conference on social en-
terprises and CSR on innovation and challenges. 
The panels of the first day were organized in partnership 
with the MOUVES, which presented the results of its 
Diagnosis of the Social & Inclusive Business Ecosys-
tems of 16 African countries, financed by the French 
Development Agency.

For two days, discussions were held on the following panels:
 The Response of African Impact enterprises to Covid-19: Agile and Resilient Mo-
dels;
 Post-COVID in Africa: the winning strategy for an inclusive, social and ecological 
transition;
 Cooperation with impact: France’s role;
Dialogue on the Manifesto Pact for Impact;
Social enterprises and value chains in the craft and food industries;
Digital transformation: what opportunities for social innovation?

Pauline Effa, Executive Director of PFAC and Africa correspondent of SSE Interna-
tional Forum participated in the two days of discussions. She did not fail to recall 
that for the post-Covid period, the lesson to be learned is that SSE is an economy 
that has a direct impact on families and communities. She stressed the need to 
boost it in order to perpetuate the activities created by the « petites mains » during 
the crisis, and allow the development of collective entrepreneurship. She encou-
rages to follow the model of Local Networks of SSE (RELESS) that she is working 
to implement in the Cameroonian municipalities. These RELESS allow to network 
SSE actors for job creation and access to more markets. Pauline Effa also supports 
the WYSSE initiative led by Apes Togo, another member of SSEIF, which supports 
women and youth in their SSE projects.
This conference, and all the initiatives presented there, reminds us that Africa can 
and must rely on SSE networking in its territories in order to build a solid ecosystem 
and make this economic model a coherent instrument that is adaptable to the 
realities of countries in a plural Africa. To this end, the creation and maintenance 
of networks is a priority. Emphasis was also placed on the importance of education 
and training to foster greater entrepreneurial dynamism among the youth.
To follow the debates, click here for the first day, and here for the second.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DZguRdm3EmvE%26t%3D1733s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DZguRdm3EmvE%26t%3D1733s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DZguRdm3EmvE%26t%3D1733s
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DT-LjV5YQ8a8%26t%3D1875s
https://www.facebook.com/CeresTogo/videos/3113279415430504/
https://www.facebook.com/login/?next=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FCeresTogo%2Fvideos%2F558710884822166%2F
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SSE International Forum at the 70th 
anniversary of CIRIEC France

SSE International Forum 
co-organizes a session on women 
in SSE at GSEF global virtual forum

On Monday, October 26, 2020, from 2 to 

6 p.m., CIRIECFrance celebrated its 70th 

anniversary with a conference hosted by 

Catherine André, Deputy Editor-in-Chief 

of Alternatives Economiques. SSE Inter-

From 19 to 23 October 2020, the GSEF 

organized a virtual forum on the theme: 

Great Challenges, Greater Solidarity: The 

Power of Community and SSE as a Path 

of Transformation. The week consisted 

of 5 plenary sessions, thematic sessions 

on youth, women, local government, ci-

vil society, researchers and indigenous 

communities, sessions organized by GSEF 

members and partner organizations, and 

special sessions presenting initiatives in 

various areas of the Social Solidarity Eco-

nomy (SSE).

SSE International Forum participates 
in the webinar organized by the 
untfsse on the sse, post-covid  
recovery and the 2030 agenda

SSE International Forum co-organized, 

with SEWA, a panel in English on: Women 

in SSE organizations, a key factor for resi-

lient communities and economies –Best 

practices, challenges and perspectives. 

The recording of the discussions is avai-

lable here.

Elisa Torrenegra, co-president of our 

network took part in the panel organized 

by the United Nations Inter-Agency Task 

Force on the Social and Solidarity Eco-

nomy (UNTFSSE): Why is SSE important 
for Agenda 2030 and the recovery af-
ter COVID-19? An opportunity to raise 

awareness of the UNTFSSE’s work  to 

increase the visibility of SSE and create 

partnerships at the global level. 

SSE International Forum organizes  
a workshop on sse legal frameworks 
during the preparatory meeting  
of the International Forum of SEE

In the perspective of the 2nd International 

Forum on the Social and Solidarity Eco-

nomy entitled «Reciprocity in coopera-

tion, from local to international: SSE crea-

tivity in times of crisis», SSEIF organized a 

first preparatory meeting on April 6, 2021.

This event was jointly organized by SSE 

International Forum, the Chaire d’Écono-

mie Sociale et Solidaire de l’Université de 

Haute Alsace (France), Tunisian pluri-ac-

tors concerted Program and the Univer-

sity of Carthage.

Moderated by Eva Cantele, General De-

legate of SSE International Forum, the 

workshop saw the participation of David 

Hiez, Professor of Law at the University of 

Luxembourg, Pauline Effa, SSEIF repre-

sentative in Africa and General Coordina-

tor of the NGO Partenariat France Afrique 

pour le Co-développement, Asmae Dia-

ni, Professor at the University Sidi Moha-

med Ben Abdellah in Morocco, and Vivian 

Gilles, Director of Planning for the Social 

Economy within the Uruguayan Ministry 

of Social Development.

This meeting was an opportunity to dis-

cuss the following question: «What le-

gal framework for the SSE? Crossed 

glances on the experiences of here and 

elsewhere».

The objective was to analyze the Tunisian 

experience, with a return on the adoption 

of the law of social and solidarity economy 

in perspective with crossed glances of 

elsewhere, namely the experiences and 

lessons of Cameroon, Morocco and Uru-

guay. The laws of the countries taken as 

national Forum attended and partici-

pated in the conference. The afternoon 

of exchanges was structured around two 

round tables on «World developments, 

changes in society and the social state» 

and «Economic, social and environmen-

tal stakes and challenges: what responses 

from public action and the social and soli-

darity economy? ».

The event was closed with the official si-

gning of the Memorandum of Unders-

tanding endorsing the collaboration 

between SSE International Forum, repre-

sented by its co-president, Alain Coheur, 

and CIRIECInternational, represented by 

its chair, Alain Arnaud.

Find our article on the conference here.

SSE International Forum co-organized, 

with SEWA, a panel in English on : Women 

in SSE organizations, a key factor for resi-

lient communities and economies - Best 

practices, challenges and perspectives.  

The recording of the discussions is available 

here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DBYaKVPKXUPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DBYaKVPKXUPI
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DBYaKVPKXUPI
https://www.essforuminternational.com/post/ess-forum-international-aux-70-ans-du-ciriec-france
https://fb.watch/1nQMBdVmWJ/
https://fb.watch/1nQMBdVmWJ/
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Systematic advocacy  
in international fora and governments in favor 
of the promotion and valorization of the Social 
and Solidarity Economy

RECOMMENDATIONS 
on the international dimension of the European 
action plan for the Social Economy

In Europe, The new Interparliamentary Group on the Social Economy, a platform 
for exchange between Members of the European Parliament and members of civil 
society, has been set up and held its first meeting on January 21st 2020.
A week before, on January 14th, the committee presented a communication on 
building a strong social Europe for just transitions. An opportunity ceased by the 
Commissioner for Employment and Social Rights Nicolas Schmit, in charge of 
drawing up a European action plan for the social economy in order to strengthen 
social innovation, to underline that: «Europe’s innovative and inclusive social mar-
ket economy must be about people: providing them with quality and well-paid 
jobs. No Member State, no region, no person, can be left behind. We must continue 
to strive for the highest standards in labour markets, so that all Europeans can live 
their lives with dignity and ambition. »

Through this initiative, the European Commission wishes to provide a coherent 
set of measures and create favourable conditions for realizing the potential of the 
social economy for sustainable and inclusive growth, a fair recovery and a green 

SSE International Forum participates 
in the european social economy sum-
mit

Social Economy Europe et le Groupe 

de travail inter-agences des Nations 

Unies sur l’Économie Sociale et Solidaire 

(UNTFSSE) ont co-organisé l’évènement 

« Social and Solidarity Economy: leading 

the implementation of the 2030 Agenda 

and the contribution to a fair recovery »  

dans le cadre du Sommet européen de 

l’Économie Sociale. 

ESSFI est intervenu lors de cette confé-

rence qui a eu lieu le jeudi 29 avril, de 

13h30 à 15h00 (CEST) lors de la journée 

consacrée aux partenariats « Partnerships 

for maximising social impact ». 

examples all aim to frame government 

actions in favor of the SSE sector and have 

all designated a collective body that pro-

vides a basis for reflection that feeds col-

lective actions.

Despite the specificities of the national 

contexts, it emerged from the exchanges 

that a law on the Social Solidarity Eco-

nomy is always the result of a process of 

advocacy and co-construction between 

all the stakeholders (institutions, SSE or-

ganizations and companies, networks 

of actors, NGOs, etc.). Each law passed 

Cette session a eu pour objectif d’exami-

ner le rôle transformateur que joue l’ESS 

dans la réalisation des Objectifs de déve-
loppement durable (ODD). Cet événe-
ment visait à discuter de recomman-
dations politiques pour alimenter le 
débat international et le plan d’action 
européen pour l’économie sociale, par 
le partage d’expérience d’intervenants 
issus d’organisations internationales et 
d’institutions mondiales de l’ESS. 
Le panel de discussion s’est penché sur 
différents aspects clés de l’ESS comme 
moteur de la relance et de la transition 
vers l’Agenda 2030 des Nations Unies 
tels que : 
 L’entrepreneuriat coopératif, le travail 
décent et la réindustrialisation
 La transition verte et juste
 La lutte contre la pauvreté et la pro-
motion de la paix
 Les partenariats.

contributes to the growing visibility 

of the SSE on a regional and interna-

tional scale and to its expansion and 

development in many countries.

The report of the meeting.

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DjG_H3_mTfKEhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DjG_H3_mTfKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DjG_H3_mTfKEhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DjG_H3_mTfKE
https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DjG_H3_mTfKEhttps://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv%3DjG_H3_mTfKE
https://forumess2021.sciencesconf.org/data/pages/CR_Rencontre_6avril2021_Forum_Int_ESS_PCPA_UHA_def.pdf
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and digital transition. The objective of cooperation between stakeholders is at the 
heart of the initiative: it is about strengthening the links between member states, 
third-party countries, local authorities, researchers, young entrepreneurs, compa-
nies, financial intermediaries, civil society and social economy organizations.
 In this perspective, stakeholders and citizens were invited to contribute to the ac-
tion plan, notably through a public consultation open for 8 weeks, from March 1st 
to April 26, 2021. SSEIF prepared a contribution, the result of a collective reflection 
within its network. 

Entitled «Promoting the social economy at the international level as a driver for the 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)», it brings together 
and develops the following eight main recommendations:

1. Integrate the social economy into policy 
dialogues and development programs with 
third-party countries or regional organizations;
2. Reinforce the promotion and support of the 
social economy by United Nations agencies, 
funds and programs;
3. Support the dynamics of inclusion through 
the social economy to help achieve the Sustai-
nable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030;
4. Implement a fair trade policy whose prin-
ciples are close to the social economy in order 
to ensure the transition to responsible value 
chains;
5. Include the promotion of the social economy 
in the terms of reference of EU delegations 
around the world;

6. Strengthen access to financing for social economy organizations and enter-
prises;
7. Putting the social economy on the agenda of global forums and conferences;
8. Strengthen global action on the social economy, in cooperation with the OECD.
Access the document

PROMOTING SOCIAL ECONOMY 
AT THE INTERNATIONAL LEVEL AS A DRIVER 
FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION  
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)

Recommendations on the international dimension  
of the European Action Plan for Social Economy

News from our nertwork

ALAIN COHEUR ELECTED PRESIDENT OF 
THE EESC INT SECTION

On September 14, 2020, Alain Coheur, co-pre-
sident of SSE International Forum, was elec-
ted president of the European Economic 
and Social Committee’s Section for the 
Single Market, Production and Consump-
tion (INT), which deals with a wide variety 
of policy areas related to industry, competi-
tion, services, small and medium-sized en-
terprises (SMEs) and social economy enter-
prises. It also debates and adopts opinions 
on research and innovation, consumer pro-
tection, new economic trends such as the 
collaborative economy, and single market 
policies in general. The section also has a 
Single Market Observatory (SMO), which is 
responsible for monitoring developments in 
the single market.

In July 2020, Nicolas Hazard, 
founder and President of 
INCO, member of SSE In-
ternational Forum, was ap-
pointed by the President of 

the European Commission Ursula von der 
Leyen, Special Advisor in charge of Social 
and Solidarity Economy to the Commis-
sioner for Employment and Social Rights.  
The appointment has been effective since 
July 10.

After a year spent in Cen-
tral America for a project to 
promote justice and fight 
against impunity, Eva Can-
tele returns to the Forum as General De-
legate. She succeeds Anne-Lise Barberon, 
who, after a year of secondment, has re-
joined the VYV Group. Competent and com-
mitted, Anne-Lise Barberon has been able 
to coordinate the organization’s activities 
and identify new perspectives for action and 
partnerships. 

SSE International Forum is pleased to wel-
come two new member organizations. Ma-
tières & Stratégie founded by Jean-Phi-
lippe Poulnot, our vice-president, and Diesis 
Network directed by Gianluca Pastorelli. 

We are also joined by  
Anne-Lise Barberon as an 
individual member and di-
rector.

Welcome to the network!

https://www.essforuminternational.com/media
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Our members  

INDIVIDUAL MEMBERS  

Thierry Jeantet Jean-Philippe Poulnot Elisa Torrenegra 

 

Anne-Lise Barberon  Yasy Morales



contactez-nous 
SSE International Forum 
34 bis, Rue Vignon – 75 009 Paris – France
Tél. : +33 613 629 789
contact@essfi.coop
www.essforuminternational.com

 @ESSForumInternational 
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 essforumintl
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https://www.facebook.com/ESSForumInternational/%0D
https://twitter.com/essforumintl%3Flang%3Dfr
https://www.instagram.com/essforumintl/
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